Message

From: Sass, Jennifer [jsass@nrdc.org]

Sent: 9/7/2017 3:41:18 PM

To: jsass@nrdc.org [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=71d3elcd2cfed4b2bae6d327bleacf155-jsass@nrdc.org]

Subject: FW: Jen Sass blog: Toxic Chemical Industry and House Rs Attack on Science

EXFERT BLOG » JENNIFER SASS

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/ienmifer-sass/toxic-chemical-industrv-and-house-rs-attack-science

The Republican-led House Science Commities, — which routinely serves as g platform for the
chemical manufacturers - hosted an Ovearsight Hearing this wesk as part of its larger plan o slash
the budget for the US Environmental Prolection Agency (EPA) program that conducts rigorous
hazardous assessments of industrial chemicals. You can imaging how popular this program - called
the Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) Program - is with the corporations that manufacturs
those profifable hazardous chemicals, Notvery, Hep, Andy Biges (KA, the Bnvironment
Subcommities Chalmman authored an amendment (o the House Appropristions bill (H R 3354} to sirip

alt funding for the IRIS program,

The Paley Rothman Blog, June

20i8htins Yvewrw palevrothman. comdlegal-biog/histonic-amendments-to-toxic-che.
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EFAs RIS program conducts health assessmeants of chemicals, and determines "acceptable” levels
of exposure via air, water, food or soil. RIS assassments are not regulations themselves, but they
are frequently ussd by reguiators — at the EPA, In the 50 states, and around the world — 10 sel health-
based standards for chamicals. Beoause an RIS assessment can lead o new or strengthened
protections from axposurs 1o a8 e substancs, the chemical indusiry has spent vears fighting BEFA
afforts o complete those assessmants, 8 process we chronicled in detall inowr 2071 NRDO

raport, The Delay Games. Two of the three cass studias in that report - formaldshyde and
trichlorathyiene or TCE ~ are still being contestad by industry, and weare a topic of this weekls

Ovarsight Hearing

RIS delavs are largely due fo industry interference and political delays

The RIS program is falsely accused of being slow and unproductive. The truth i3 that the RIS outpwt
has been delaved and hampered by interference from the chemical manufaciuring industries whose
orofits would be reduced ~ and liabilities ncreased ~ by RIS assessments linking thelr producis to
human haalth harms, This Cversight Hearing i3 ons sxample of many such altempis [0 disoradit and

deratl the important work of IRIS specifically, and EPA ganerally,

RIS considers afl available scientific informeation and dats from s sources

The IRIS program is Talsely accused of relying on poor qualily science, The truth is that the IRIS
orogram considers all available scientific data, I uses standard scientific approaches in & public
forum with numerous opportunities for public comment and peer review. For these reasons it has
recaived favorable reviews by the National Academiss (see NAS 2014) and the EPA Scientifio
Advisory Board (BAB 2017} Most importantly, the RIS conclusions have only ever baen seriously

chatlengsad by the chemical industry and s consultants,

RIS uses modern sclentific consensus approaches and a public process forali s

assessmanis

ED_002435_00006396-00002



D James Bus, a Republican witness at the Hearing, formerly with Dow Chemical Company and now
with the industry consulling firm Exponent, orticized RIS for falling 1o consistently rely on high quality
studios for s assessmeants. In his spoken testimony, Bus said his idea of high qually studies wers
ones that adhered to'Good Laboratory Practices’, Le, GLP standards. This s thinly disguised code
for industry-sponsored studies designed to gain reguiatory aporoval of the test substance The GLP
standards have been requirad for industry test [abs since the 1870s after flagrant viciations and

fraud were entified {ndustrial Bio-Test laboratory was shut down and i dirsclors were imprisonad

as a result of the investigations).

White GLP standards have some ment, they cannot be used o identify high and low quality studiss. A
2014 National Academies of Sclences report pointed out the Bmitations of GLF standards, including
that they faill 1o prevent flawsd, wirsliable or bigsed-by-design studies {(Dages 883 The zams

raport praised the RIS program chemical asssssmeants.

The truth is that current sciantific consansus B 1o uss accepted systemalio raview methods o identify
high and low quality studies (ses National Todcology Program), IRIS has done & briliant job of this,
and samed recent praise from s Scientific Advisory Board: “the program has fully adopted the
orinciples of systematic review, and incorporated automation and publicly available software

olatforms o modemize the process” (BAE 20173

Hepublican wilnesses also oriticized the IRIE program for failing 1o incorporate industry information
garly in the assessment process, The truth is that RIS reaches out o industry and others al mudtiple
chases of the assessment process. The SAR praised RIS for this too, emphasizing that, "t is now
standard practice for the [IRIG] program 1o engage stakeholdars in an early scoping and problem
formulation phase, thereby aliowing stakeholders o provide important input at the very beginning of

the process”. (SAB 20173

indusiry sciontists support industry Inforests — the frudh sbout formalidehyds
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Formaidetyds couses canoer i people. That s not i disputs, Breathing incraases the risk of
developing nose and throat cancer (nasopharyngsal and sinonasal cancer). This has been
sstablished in both laboratory and spidemivlogico studiss, including studiss by the National Cancer

institute of cooupational exposures o workers that use or producs formaldehyde, and embalmaers,

A Republican witnass al the hearing, Dr. Kenneth Mundt of Ramboll Environ consulting, recentiy
oublished an articls denving 8 Iink between formaldehvde and leukemia Hwas funded by the rade

association of the chamical manufacturers, the American Chemistry Council

Hara s the fruth about formaldehyds and leukemia

« Workplace spidemisiogic studies by NIOSH and by the National Cancer Institute report finding & risk of
biood cancers dymphohematopoistic cancers including Hodgkdn lvmphoma and multiple mveloma),
Thase studies suggest that the risk s agsociated with the highest peak-axnosuras {3ee for sxample:
Finkerion st al 2004; Bosetl ot g 2008; Begnes Freeman ot &l 2008, Zhang of & 2008, Hauptman of &l
2008, NTP 2010, summary in NTR 20173

+  Laukemia studies are complicatad by the fact that ivmphohematopoistic cancers arg slow moving and
have a high survival rate and 50 are axcluded from most workplace studies, which count deaths

(mortality) but not dinesses (morbidity). This meaans that many studies may mMiss Lanoer 08ses.

s Although the machanism by which formaldehyde may cause lsukamia in people s not understood st this
thme, thers are & number of plausible mechanisms. Imporiantly, while i is abvays heipful o understand
the mechanism, s not a prerequisite for astablishing causality, Cancers are vary complicatad dissases
and despile decades of research we still don't fully understand the processes very well, particularly at the
motecular lpvel Similarly, we took drastic measures 1o protect children from lead by banning in paint
and then in fusl, long before scientists understood the exact mechanism for how i harms the brains of

childran,
Formaldehvde it Mundls first foray info nskedanial 88 @ busingss maodsh About 10 vears ago,
Mundt buried evidence showing 10w exposures 1o chromium wers oXig, going so far as o withhold
the data from the Qooupational Safely and Health Administration (OSHA) during is rulemaking
orocess. Mundts study was funded by the chromium industry and the Amaerican Chamistry Council,

The Washington FPost reporiad, "Remnsth Mundl . did not have an explanation for why he ultimately
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mped workers together diferantly than they were in the nilial, unpublishad version — a changs that
blended the intermediate-exposure workers with the low-axposure workers and resuited in & finding of
no risk. Mundt said he was under no pressurs from his indusiry sponsors 1o doctor the data.” (Rick

Waiss, Washinglon Fosl, Feb 24, 2008

As a consultant for Fhilip Morris and the obaceo industry, Mundt attacked the National Cancer
institute’s findings that low-lar cigareties could cause lung cancer {(see 2010 investigative serias by

David Heaathy

Science s not wrong. Bul, scientists swe can be, and some accept pay 10 be wrong. {(Bse many
ralevant examples in the book by David Michaels, Doubt is Thelr Product How Industry's Assault on

Science Threatens Your Health)

Thousands of businesses support chemics! disclosure, fransparancy, and the EP& IRIS

DrOGram

The American Sustainable Business Councll {ASBC) and its meambers raprasent over 165,000
susinesses angd more than 300,000 ndvidual entreprensurs, axeoutives, and invesiors aormss the
United States, including local and state chambers of commerce, sooial enterprises, susiainable
busmesses, and investor and busmess meubators, These are the peopls that truly create jobs and

strengthen the US sconomy, and they do it in a way that protects human health and the snvironment,

Afew years ago, ASEC addressed the National Academiss to defend EPA and the IRIS programs:
CASEC and its mambaers believe that good science s an important foundation for innovation and
business development, which in tum leads (o ob creation. For example, transparancy in the reporting
of potentially harmiful chemicals allows businssses (o create products that are sefer for consumsrs. A
safer marketplace helps (o dispel consumasr fears, spurs nnovation, dscreasss lsgal iabilily, and

noraases sharsholder valus ™
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The ASELD savs that consumers demand for safer noreloxic products led o a growth in new marksts
- glong with new jobs - for companias thatl avold toxic ingredisnts. Government chamical hazard
assassments provides entical information o companiss wanting 1o compeate in the markeiplace with

safer sustanable produsts.

A poll of ABBC member small businsss owners across the political spectrum found that over 80% of

small business owners baligve that

«  Chemical companias should be responsible for enswring that chemicals are safe prior o entering the

markstplace;

+  Companias using chamicals of concern should disclose their presence {0 the public; and

« 1hers should be an sasily accessible database, availabls {0 the public, identifving chemicals of high

corcem {0 human and environmental heslih,
Lisparaging and delaving hazard asssssments of chemicals doss not make chemicals safe, but
rather than follow the ASBC spproach, largs chemical manufactures and House Republicans would

rather shoot {or de-fund) the massengsr,

We need EPA because the environment needs profecting

The witness for the Demoorats, Dr. Thomas Burke, ended his testimony by praising the EPA and RIS
soientific and techinical caresr stalt, "They are dedicated and talented public servants and workd-class
scientists. . They are there {0 take on the toughest environmental challenges we face. From the dusts
of the World Trade Center and the fauce!s of Fiint, to the toxic waters of Katrina and Harvey, they are
there, working sefflessly to protect our Nation's snvironmeant and public health, Our health depends

on tham

Unfortunately, cancer-causing chamicals have their own lobby in Congrass (the American Chemistry
Councll, ACCY and many riends in Congress, like Rep. Andy Biggs. This week’s hearing provided

further proof of that sad truth.
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Jennifer Sass, Ph.D.
MNatural Resources Defense Council, Senior Scientist

Let there be no peace without justice, no worker without rights, no child without future, no elder without care, no individual without dignity. Let us take
great care of Mother Earth. {adapted from Pope Francis on the Poor and Indigeous Peoples)
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